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i;nde. Pal-Singh Bind",......ior'~

pTeS'dent. J«,i.h Group of
Companies, " ... n:m'led last )"ar to
lb. H"f5trn Uni,-.",i,y lloard of
Trust...... The Bind'" family. l<'d by

bis lotb" l'haT Bind... instituted the Sardami
Koljit Bind... a..i. in Sikh Studies six y......
ago ..ith • dolUtioon thaI. alDOnjl; other thinp.
pilys for" tenured professor. The (.,nily.OO
<1O"ed h<o }'.'''' "g" ,be biannual Guru
N.""k InlOrf.ilh Prize ,.,-hi<:h was ......rdod 10
lbe Inlai '..>rna IasI )~,.

0-... , 80 .'ud.nU ..nno.ll)· set to siudy
Sikhism thruu~ ,he p"'l"'m at HofSlrn, on"
of lhe beol·kJ>own pri,..te uni",,"';,"'" in New
York. lIind'" is "lso 11>0 p....idtnt of the Sikh
Art .00 Film F""ndo'ion. which will hold ,
pia lXIober 3 to hor>or "e»' yo,ke", k""",,,
for 'hoi' inlerf"ith and hu ....nit.rian ad;,;_
lies. ",. orpniu,;on is holding" film ft51i....1
ot the ""..~y0<:1-.- 4.

lI.ind", immignlled to the Uniled St.tes in
1919 ofler his MBA from ttwo Unn..,rsit)· of
Himachal Pndesh aod ro-foundod.n impo..
compony. the J w. Croup. ak>ng with his
falher nnd brolh JHtish has di,..rsified into
O'Ih.". businesses in the Wt doeade "ilh int.....
esIS in .ppo",1. export/import .od .....1e$l.t•.

What are son,. things )""" like m...t
noo,,' th", Sikh Slud)' p!"'Oltram at
Horslra?

I ",n",mhor anending ono of Ihe .1...- al
Horst'" two )....... .,;0 ak>ng "ilh my father.
who "'" liS then. Thot'e ,,"tte:J8 stnd.n.... of
whkh 0II1y one ,,'" • Sikh. Anottwor was an
Indi.>n.nd Ihe!"O>l ""'" Amorioaos. Allh. end
nf the dllSS, a Jt:wish "odenl loki us lhal Ink·
i"l\ tho ro""", nude him "r.dorst.nd his ""'...
n:li~n. We WOn: .nrpriscd. 1I.,0/d "" lb., hoc
hod nnt .o;h"",... ony inlere.<l;n .'",L,ism all his
life l~I' OS he,..., ""d)ing Ih. f.i'h.oo ""di·
llo", of .natber n:ligion. he lold hint5df 111."
h. """'lid kIll"" ,"'mething alo"'" his-.-.

Whal " ..... )"ur ralher's ,isio" for Ih.
Sikh "odi<:.' "I nor.,.ra?

l1>oo.o.b ,h. 1'IUI\I'lIm foell_on Sikh >ludi..,
at ll,di.... ""..I il teaebcs the \tofSl,." stoo...1S
""rio". Indi•• ",Iigion•. And 'hot L' m)'
fOlh,,'••~Idiril ,10:<;"'. G"nt N.""k eJClolll"d
,..!iou. religiooL' f.ilhs. TIte PIUI\I'lIIll is in ii'
,i.. h )""r ....... SOlll. 10 'hld.nlS Ic:Jn' .hoot
'ndi.n religions, .nd .hoo, ""Ifof 'hcn'l\o on
'0 d"'"JlIY .."d)' Sik" ",ligion.

Wil,' did ),,,,, d,...- t" "11011 a Sikh
ehalrnll",r.,'ra?

1'".." .. ,hi~;1 is .....11-knawnS<h<oI, And
'hen ,he", m..,r :t5,()(K' Sikh., Ii"i"l\ un
I",OJ( l<l.nd i,h ."...",,1 gurd......... and ,,",d·
IC",I n'll.ni.."~,,,.. 11'. won'ed '0 """"od "''0-
ple\ """"'" "f OUt culll"" .nd ",li,,;on
"'nd "" nt '0 nrr."..n """"n"ni')" In Sikhs
'<> m.k. Mail.hl. nf ,'''' ire< I"" lIni....".,.;I)'
olf".. by ....)· of ..,nlino nd cul1"",1 a<:\i,i·
It"" ~llOIll Sikh., ,lL>I .'" OJ'lC'lI tll 'h" publIC.

Whal can a p"'lt'""m 1ik~ Ihisdo for Sikhism?
We I""", il brinS" ,I>" k"""'lcdgc .I>otll o"r f.ill, .nd 'ra·

dilions 'n ,h. Iary:r ...n>eri<:on "",nmunity. "'nd dninf; 'hal
m'.,1I> holpil'.'\ 10 ..""...." I"" fcar nf ,he ""bo"'''' Uk"
m.,,}' olh.. f.i'hs, !iikll ...Ii~in" ton ...., s"IT.rt'<l ill
"',,,,,ric:I for m,"ydt ,><I.. ~nd ho< t...... mi..undel'llond.

l'ul1lc,,'arl)'ln nl ).,a........
Th. mlSlIndcr.o;lnndinK l"",me ,horpcr .Ild mon' '''''iblt

.11 9/". The ..,.obi"""",,,, of ,he dlai,., lIof:s'rn .Iso
n '" i,;'. ''e')' gootl ",fer"n,,,· point. Sc""""...nd "",
denl> Imm """"'" Am"rica nnd cana"', n"" ho...., "
""""= 'ofo",' n., mnn:.bu", S,kh ",IWon.

Ii",," d" )'''u 1,I.n .', "'re"lIth<:" 'he Sikh ..,,,di,,,,
.hnir?

w,· hOI'" 10 h."" one"ftl,. he'llih",ri<s '''' Sikhism.t
Ih.,m;..,r.o;i,y.nd we """"0 hnld ..,..,i""rslh.>I ..ill d",..
,b. iiI""" scholo'" from dilf."",t poru of ,I,,· ...",kL

y"" " t.lked ....,,,. ,h. "'splratl"" f.... n' )"",
r.II,~r .
~'y f.,h.. L. 8? .lId h... ill ,isi,. "''' I~L<in_ .111.....

e..."y day. E....l)'tln. rqlOrts 10 blm. n. h.-.d • disti.·
Kul!hed co"",," "". se"inr,.Ic<:o<"munieatio"" .ngi,...,r in
Indi.>....11 hL' lif. h. h.>d I In,."",011 in ;nl.....ith di.>·
Iog"e .nd ....,ilt: h. deorf)' ",n15 ", "p""'d bo..io<1V
.bonl SikhL,m. ,... ,I"",,,,, in ,he inl.",", of ;ntm.i,h ,,'n,·
mu.i",,'ion, lie is",ilI talkilll; obonl ",.nilll; n...... l""jods.

Wh.t are ""me "fth. 'hing.s "" his mlntl?
11.10.. been Ihinki..,; fnrq"lle"'''''' Ii"", lnboorl.'ICI'in~

"I'. home for ..ninr citne... who .... bmush' from Indio
(r" Ih. Unired Stol.-s) b)' 'heir .hildren b,,' ",1",.", IlOl
' ....,.d well It)' 'heir f.mUIes. Som. of Ih..., mal' no! need
help from f.mlly -.nocloto. _may ..",n' In II"" .pon

Imn' Iltei' child"", nnd the)' hupc 'hey will be ""boidcd
b<'C3U$C lhey d""llll1.." hllg<' .....,tWi-

Wl,,,, kio,1 or 1'''''lJ.''''''' ha..., )"U n,a~ "n U,;,
p!"'Ojcd?

It i., gni"l\ 1<1 be- ~ ''CI)' big projcet. i ..."" iug ....,,) t;ori;ol
",...i"" ~nd,... II ..ill 01<0 mean rho, I ..ill "".." 1,,~'Ol'
'Iuil.~ bi' of m)' lin.... "iJlht nnw, I ,pend son", ~o hoo"'a
......,k On adi..iI;"; L'Onnccto<110 ,h.choi, nn" IhcSIU, Atu.

We he'" llUl' )'00' r.lh.r L< aL"" ",'orkin" on a
h""k?

lie is "",I<i"l\ 011 his a"lnbiogroplJ)·. It is ",Ikd 10 "",m
K"l/orlO N.... rorie. ""Il.r ;"'he"'",, he ..... hom inlhe
p.... P.,rti'ion /'unj.:Ib.

\\1,.t 10....., )"" taken r!"'Om )"ur molh.r?
TIte sard>mi K"lji, Ilind.. Choir in Sikh ~udi.. is

nolll''d .11... n,)' """her. She has ''e')' lillie fnnnlli 0<1,,...
lion. , Ihink she .<pcn!jllSl ~bon, ro.." , "" in • ...0001 hu'
.<lie has Jlbcrd o<1oc.linn allhe -.,of famlll< ""I......
She ...... "" ~"'''''10 ,h. ednco'inn nf Iter ......"" childn:n
lho' sh• ..,kl her ;...,,11)' 10 .llm>' lL' 10 .ttend the lincsl.
schnob. All ,he Ii""" sbe n:mindod lt$ lbot .... sho"ld
"''''''ill h"mble '0,1 &i'o"""~ of""<Ii"", .nd il""""" for
-'", ......

Wh" n ",,,ne "rd,e nih....... ']>,,, )'0" .o.Im1",,?
I noel Kh",h..""1 Si..,;h. lhe """,)1$1, OIllln,.nd Sikh

1,,,"ori.,n.jusI,lt• .,,lIn )...r. 11......93 hu' his~ for
rrndi..,;.nd lindilll; ....' """" .bu'"lh. """rid .bool' him
has """"ined .. sho'l' as .,,)·'i...... lie finds i' diffirnll,o
'n..,,1 hcca...., of hi> ago bul ho is nne of ,he <ltorpcsl
mint!sI u .." .....".""""' .......

Yno Ion.." "I.., ....,.bli..hed 'he Sikh AI"I .n,IFiln,
I'o"otl.lion.

One ......... lor Slnni..,; Ihls ...... '0 Vl'he .....nd· nod

Ihird~tion Sikhs 10 learn more .bon,
'heir -.- f.ith_ Of -."". we also wanl In
...., Ihis rounda,inn lo,ot ,he Ialler""';"y
tn "ndemand tnnr'C .bonl Sikhs. W. u ....
"""'cd ,two Spinning Wh«lFilm fCSl;,..1 in
N...... Ynri< for """')' )..a ... hul """. we u .."
our -.- fCSlr.-a! wb;"h >rill he held •• Asia
Socioty Oetnbor 4.

How ...ill 'hi> r""Ii..'lll "" diff nl
rrom Spinninll Wh....ll"flfmfuri '
f",Siklu hdd in Sourh Califo",io!?

We ....nl'odo. f.... thInS" dJIT""",t from
Splnn;tJ3 \\"-'- indud;..,;&i>i..,; cash prizes
tn f..hu~ filmma..... and I"""" "'M make,
olIon films .nd doeum.....ries. We u,......
.port $:/5.000 I.,.,...n:ls lbo'ihis )'COr. In the
comitJ3 yroo.... we ....yi~ lho .moun'
.00 olso odd """" catCSories.

Whal ",be ha; u.., Sikh Art .nd flit...
Foondatioo don. thai )"U are pro-ud

""W. helped Ih. cf(o.... 10 hri..,; I S<'f! Nn
Strong.,' E4rly Sikh An "od Dnlolion In
lite Rubin M.......,. of Art In N...... Vorl< in
September 0006.nd the exhibilion ...... ""
unlil .1"""" ,he end of J.no:ny tbe ""'"
)""r. I 'hnoght lbe cah.ibilion ..... nueioll"
VI _Ie ., lory: '0 know ""'"' abon'
Sikhs. It ..... also a ~indn 10 Itwo Sikh
commonity .bout lheir bcri..... M'lo)' of us
an: "'" ........ of OUr heri~. especially ,two
)'OUnget &en,,,"t,,,,,.

Whal ...... sl"'ci.l .boul lhe uhib'·
.ion?

II showed aspoelS of ....r ""II"'" 'u' is,il·
,Ie luJown. HislOl)' books 'oil us .boul Sikh
cotInge and ...Ior "Pins! nppres>ion. Bu'
how much do~.....dudi..,; Sildu., kf>o>,'.bou, Sikh beliefs .od ldcols, ..."" bas-ie
0""" _Ihe _of.rt indudi"ll,he minja·
In", poin'i"ll5 placed Sikh hislOl)'. ~ mi·
~n and "'-"'l'1e In • "'-lor ..,..,tc:at?

.."., uhiltilion ...-as ahio. Ii,..t "f ILS
k1nd for N.....·Yori<.

Major exhibilions '>0 Sikh .n U,.. bn'u
mounted ",,,<lbe.- '5 ».u" 01 mu...."m
...... as ,he V"""",, .nd A1ben MltSe\lm.
l.ondoo; Ihe Asi.n .-\r1 M",""m. san
francisco; ,h. N.lIo..1 ~lu",nm, 1>...
Ilclhl; .nd ,Ite RO)..I Ontario M"......m or
Toronlo. Thio .... the li.... Sikh an .,.hibi·
tion io N...... Y,,~ 11 orr.red """" '00 ",vrk...
of poiotings, drawtnp, lca'ileoo, mdolwo.....
and'plJnlnsrnpk<. "n .. , boned (rom tho
Gn"ern~n' M"",um .lUd "'n GaIl'I).
Chomhg'n-h; Not", 1 ~' m. S...... [)dhi.
tJw. S.nsloili M m. S llelhi; ,he ........0
..... M""""". san Fr.I..........:D; and ,""....0"....
tion nf l)r Norinder "-'po")'. of Pnlo Alto.
.Iong ";110 "'her indi>idnnllcl>dcT>.

Wh,,1 ..ill "" Ihe nut 1>11 p....ject f".
Sikh Art..?

We.n: >mdinf; 1""..rtIs a"",lIn Sikh.n
""hlbiliou 10.. ""'" ,,,,,ror fn '1'010. Th. Ii,..., nne~
lho I"'rind """"")' pert.ini..,; 10 Gun' Nanok. lbc ..... nne
...illlool< 01 al101her "ll'" And then ,hen: ..iD he plans '0
""end ne>J )",,'s film feli....1.

Wha' ar.: ""me d",*,' .hat "'",.rican. should
kn.ow mo,,1 aboullh~ Sikh.?
M~A_a. 'hink "'...'" Amh. nr lhe Argo. .... or

.........,..." Sikhs _ dislnrlinn <>f '"I rdiPou <U",he
hislnl)' of '1'1)' IH'Ol'le Bu' .." also ..an' the pc<IIll~ k_·
.... r TQOlS. W~ .....", pcol'!. 10 b ..", ,ha"here.", ITIOft'

th.,n:<smillionSik!lsin'hcwurldl"""'·, M""of.h..", Ii,,·
in /'u.ph "'he", lhey f<>mt bo J>CI'C"n' of ,he populah"".
roml"'n:d '0 ~ ~, or lite popula,ion or Indio as a
.. hole. ...Pl"""i....lcl)' , million Ii,,, in Bril.io. f<>rmi"'; ,h.
lo.rgCSl communi'y ....tD<kofTndio. The'" .",.nnIher IuIf
n,i1Iino in ,be USA.oo Conado.nd ••um"'" of ......11er
rommllni,ics ;n ....oy""'"lries.

Yo" talk a '01 aboul a """""nd· and 'h1rd·Keoe..·
li"n Sikhs in America. What.re "",me IhinK-s 'ha'
•....."""' )'Ou aboullhbi Kl"Oup?

Ilk. <orne of the nkIeT _Ie i. ,be commu"i')'. lho
)'OU,,/\ know '00 linle .bool1,he moO) ,mpo<tao'~ of
,h. Sikh fai'h. I nm also""""'"'"" aboul """"'of'hrm nnI
bci..,; i.'.....stOll ;0 mo;nlll;ning 'hoMr ideo,it)" And 'his
_rt}' ~nd """""m ;, "'" pcrlained to lhe )""'ngot' grnot'lI.
lions lha' grew nr """" ,tring<: when • Sikh 'ells me thai
he does "'" ~ra '"m", be<:o...., he is ............t nhou' his
job. I ho,,, joined hands ..i,h mo.) lik indcd <><ganin\'
'ions. indndi..,; Sikh orpnil.Olions in N York. t" f'llht
for ,he """"" of. SO)'•• Sikh pnIice officer ..."" ""'nl> '0
.....'" a '"rhon. I ""'., lhe Sikh romm"ni,)' tn k"""
that Itwo", a", moll)' .venues """" for ... '0 fl3h1 ror .... t

"'~


